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MOSTLY SUNNY 
High: 63 
Low: 41 
0% chance 
of rain 


Thu.: Mostly sunny, 70/42 
Fri.: Partly cloudy, 76/48 
Sat.: Mostly cloudy, 72/58 
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INSPIRE, A5 
Family, friends attend 
couple’s marriage virtually 
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AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


AROUND THE STATE 


Faulty data clouds 
severity of outbreak 


Members of the Georgia Army National Guard enter the Canterbury 
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Court senior living facility in Buckhead on Friday to clean the 


building. National Guard troops have sanitized 229 Georgia facilities in the past two weeks. CONTRIBUTED BY STEVE SCHAEFER 


‘It’s hard to say what 
the trends are, health 
commissioner says. 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@ajc.com 

and Carrie Teegardin 
cteegardin@ajc.com 


Georgia’s public health agency 
counts just one confirmed diagno- 
sis of the novel coronavirus — and 
only one death — at an Augusta 
nursing home. 

Windermere Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, however, 


THELATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS 


CUTTING OFF FUNDS 
President Donald Trump 
blamed the World 
Health Organization 
for what he calledits 
failures inthe crisis and 
said he planned to stop 
American funding of the 
organization. A3 


BUDGET SHORTFALL 
The chancellor of the 
University System of 

Georgia warned that the 

economic fallout from 
the pandemic will create 
big financial challenges 
forthe state’s 26 
public colleges and 
universities. A3 


THE NEXT STEP 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the government’s top 
infectious disease 
expert, said the United 
States does not yet 
have the critical testing 
and tracing procedures 
needed to begin 
reopening the nation’s 
economy. A2 
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acknowledges a much grimmer 
toll. The facility says 74 residents 
and 20 staff members have tested 
positive for the virus — and four 
residents have died. 

The state says the coronavirus 


bÈ 74IS MEDIAN AGEOFGEORGIAVICTIMS — 


The median age of Georgians who have died from 
the coronavirus is 7 4, and more than four-fifths of 
the fatalities have been among people 60 or older, an 
analysis of state data shows. Here are the number of 


has killed no residents of Arbor deaths by age group: 
Terrace at Cascade, an assisted liv- 
ing center in Atlanta. In fact, the Age group Deaths 
Fulton County Board of Health 0-19 (0) 
said, deaths at the facility rose 20-29 4 
Tuesday to 15. 30-39 12 

These discrepancies reflect the 40-49 19 
out-of-date, incomplete and some- 50-59 41 
times inaccurate data that guides 60-69 122 

70-79 125 
Data continued on A7 
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Alfred Starling, a graduate of Andrew College in Cuthbert, died 


after a bout with the coronavirus. HYOSUB SHIN / HYOSUB.SHIN@AJC.COM 


For one small county, 
virus is big problem 


Randolph has highest 
infection rate of any 
community in state. 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@ajc.com 


The Rev. Freddie Starling is 
recovering at home in Cuth- 
bert under the watchful eyes 
of his family after surviving 
a harrowing battle with the 
novel coronavirus. 

At the same time, the 
78-year-old former school bus 
driver is mourning the loss of 
his younger brother, Alfred 
Starling, 65, a fellow Christian 
minister. Alfred died April 3 
after being diagnosed with the 


disease along 
with pneumo- 
nia, friends 
and family 
members said. 

“Uncle Al 
was a true 
man of God, 
dedicated to 
his family and 
a pillar of his community,” said 
his niece, Vatisha Prophet, 40, 
of Fairburn. “He will be greatly 
missed by all that knew him.” 

The Starling brothers were 
among 126 people who tested 
positive for COVID-19 in Ran- 
dolph County as of Friday 
morning, state Department 


Rev. Freddie 
Starling 


Randolph continued on A6 


METRO, B1 
Atleast eight tornadoes 
touched downinN. Ga. 


80-89 
90+ 


128 
46 


Note: Based on Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health’s noon Tuesday 
update. Ages for four of the 
deceased were not available. 


METRO SCHOOLS 


DeKalb 

ending 

classes 
early 


Other metro districts 
consider pros, cons 
of closing sooner. 


By Marlon A. Walker 
marlon.walker @ajc.com 


The DeKalb County School 
District announced Tuesday 
that it will end the current 
school year early for its stu- 
dents, a move made cautiously 
while weighing the costs and 
benefits for students amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

School will end on May 8 for 
seniors and May 15 for other 
grades. Students initially were 
set to end the school year on 
May 21. 

The district’s students have 
been learning from home for 
about a month as much of 
Georgia has shut down to help 
curb the spread of COVID-19, 
where more than 12,000 have 
been infected and more than 
500 have died. 

DeKalb isn’t the first Geor- 
gia school district to cancel 
classes, but it is by far the larg- 
est and is in metro Atlanta, 
where many students come 
from low-income families 
and single-parent households 
where school lunch is seen as 
an imperative, classroom time 
a necessity. Other metro dis- 
tricts are debating whether to 
join DeKalb, but worry about 
the costs associated with it. 

“We’ve been trying to find 
the balance of if we get back (to 
classrooms), while understand- 
ing the reality that we might 
not get back,” interim Super- 
intendent Ramona Tyson said. 

Under the end-of-year plan, 
students will receive final 
grades based on the work they 
did through March 13. Work 


Schools continued on A6 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Ga. struggles to pay out 
wave of jobless claims 


Department of Labor 
weeks from catching 
up to requests for aid. 


By Michael E. Kanell 
mkanell@ajc.com 


The state Department of 
Labor has paid out more than 
$200 million in state and fed- 
eral benefits to Georgians since 
Sunday, but is still weeks from 
catching up to the massive 
wave of claims. 

With the wave of job losses 
still growing — and under- 
staffed state officials scram- 
bling to adopt new rules — 
many jobless workers who 
filed for aid in March are still 
waiting. 

“Tam now at 17 business days 
with no check with a possible 
11 to 16 more to wait,” said Dan 
Damery of Kennesaw, who 
sold asphalt and seal-coating 
before being laid off March 21 
as the crisis chilled the busi- 
ness. “This has been very frus- 
trating.” 

Last week, Georgia’s labor 
department reported that more 
than halfa million laid-off work- 
ers had filed claims in the pre- 
vious two weeks. That does 
not include many who were 
unable to access overloaded 
systems or postponed filing. 

And that was also before the 
flood ofnew applications Mon- 
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STIMULUS CHECKS 
STARTING TO ARRIVE 

The U.S. government has 
started sending $1,200 
checks to Americans to 
help ease the financial pain 
caused by shutting down 
the economy to fight the 
deadly coronavirus. 

By today, 80 million 
people are expected to 
receive a direct deposit 
in their bank account, 
Officials said. 

Singles earning up to 
$75,000 ayear receive 
apayment of $1,200. 
Married couples earning 
up to $150,000 ayear 
receive a payment of 
$2,400. Parents receive 
an additional $500 for 
each child under 17. 

Early evidence indicates 
Americans are using the 
money to buy the basics, 
including food and gas. 
WASHINGTON POST 


day as the state began accept- 
ing claims from jobless con- 
tract, gig and self-employed 
workers whose income was 
shattered by the coronavirus 
shutdowns. 


Claims continued on A6 
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